Journal

Overview:

In your journal you will keep regularly assigned personal responses to our classroom 

readings and discussions.  Your responses should be approximately 10 sentences each.
The point of the journal is to encourage you to take an active role in your reading as well as to encourage you to think about things in a different way.  Your journal is worth a very significant part of your grade (20%) and as such, you are expected to take it seriously.  Journals may be collected at different times throughout the term and you are expected to have your journal ready, neat and organized at all times. 
The general procedure for journaling is as follows:
· All entries are to be dated (in the upper corner) and kept in chronological order.

· Once a journal entry is assigned it is due the next day.

· At the beginning of class, several students will be called on at random to share their journal entries with the class.  The students may choose to either read their entries or summarize them (this will be counted as a homework grade).
· The following night, students who struggled with their entries should edit or expand them based upon class discussion that day.

Grading:

The following numbers will be used as grading symbols:

1: Excellent job

2: Missing entries

3: Answer questions completely

4:  Entry needs more details/evidence

5: Binder not organized


A student may receive any combination of these numbers and the numbers themselves reflect no actual grading (that is, a “5” is not worse than a “4”).  Journals will be graded on an A-F scale.  A student who passes nothing in will receive a zero.  Journal entries will not be graded on grammar, spelling, or structure unless they are incoherent.  Late journals, based on the circumstances, will be penalized at the teacher’s discretion.  
Standards:

8.14: Make judgments about setting, characters, and events and support them with evidence from the text.

8.25:  Interpret a character’s traits, emotions, or motivation and give supporting evidence
from the text.

11.3: Apply knowledge of the concept that theme refers to the main idea and meaning of a selection, whether it is implied or
stated

11.4:  Analyze and evaluate similar themes across a variety of selections, distinguishing theme from topic.
20.4: Select and use appropriate rhetorical techniques for a variety of purposes, such as to convince or entertain the reader.

21.6: Revise writing to improve organization…after checking the logic underlying the order of ideas, the precision of vocabulary
used, and the economy of writing.
