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Course Overview:  This year you will build your skills as a literate person through the study of literature, grammar and writing.  You will also work to develop yourself as a student through verbal, organizational, and social activities.  All assignments and grading criteria will be determined based upon The Massachusetts Curriculum Framework for English Language Arts and Literacy.
Requirements:

I. Binder
You will be required to get and maintain a 3 ring binder with dividers.  The binder should be only for English and should be broken up into the following sections:
A. Journal


- In your journal you will keep regularly assigned personal responses to our classroom 



readings and discussions.  Your responses should be approximately 10



sentences each and should be dated and kept in chronological order.

B. Vocabulary


- In the vocabulary section of your portfolio you will keep an ongoing list of vocabulary 



words as well as any assignments that go along with them.

C. Theme of the Month

-Each month you will be required to find two artifacts that relates to an identified theme 



or essential question.  In most cases, one will be due on the 2nd Friday of the



month and the second on the 4th Friday.  Artifacts could include a poem, a 



a cartoon, an article, a drawing, etc. and may be either found or an original 



creation.  Accompanying the artifact should be a piece of writing that explains



how this artifact connects to the theme/essential question and how this makes you


think about it in a new/interesting way. This piece of writing should be carefully 


written and long enough to fully explain the artifact and the connection.

D. Notes


- In this section you will keep all your daily class notes.  
II. Class Participation

You will be expected to regularly participate in class by respectfully listening, contributing to class discussions, completing in class assignments, and respecting and obeying class rules.

III. Research/Current Events
You will be doing regular research utilizing different sources. You will be writing about, discussing and sharing information about your research.  Sometimes, this will involve considering current event and recent news stories.

IV. Assigned Writing

You will complete formal writing responses which include open response questions and essays.
V. Tests and Quizzes

Regular tests and quizzes will be a part of this course.  You will be given at least one week notice before a test.  Quizzes may be announced or unannounced.

VI. Other Homework
Occasionally, you will be assigned other homework that does not fit into any of the categories above.  This includes your summer reading assessment.
Grading

Grades will be determined on the following scale:

Assigned Writing: 25%

Journal/Binder: 20%

Tests and Quizzes: 15%

Class Participation: 15%

Other Homework: 15%

Special Projects: 10%

Absence/Make-up Work

Make-up work will be handled in accordance with school policy.

Late Work

Late work or work turned in without all necessary requirements will be penalized at the teacher’s discretion. 

Contact information:

If you or your parents have any questions comments or concerns, please feel free to email me at jspremulli@norton.k12.ma.us.  Email is the most efficient way to communicate, and I encourage your parents to make that their primary way of contacting me.  Our class website is 8wela.weebly.com.
Extra Help:

I will be available after school for extra help every Tuesday until 4:00 and other days by appointment.
Please complete and return the sheet attached.

Student’s Name: ____________________________________________________ Period: _____
Do you have reliable internet access at home?
YES


NO
Do you have reliable access to a printer at home?
YES


NO

Parent/Guardians Name(s):

Parent/Guardian email and phone number(s):
Please list any other information you feel I should be aware of below (preferred pronouns, academic concerns, personal goals for the year, etc. ). You may also send this information via email.
I have read and understand the course description and requirements for English 8.  
Student Signature:__________________________________________________________

Parent Signature: ___________________________________________________________

